“Seeing God From Another Cultural Perspective”


The story behind “Great Giver Of Life”

There’s nothing like a good dose of culture shock to change your perspective on things.  While in Ghana, West Africa two years ago, I had the opportunity to see God in a way that I don’t often get to see Him.

Here in the metropolis of my life, surrounded by all of man’s monuments to his own greatness – the architecture and enormity of the buildings, the machinery of life and the “free-for-all” we call free enterprise – I had become sorely oblivious to the magnitude of God in His creation.  

In Ghana, man has not been so successful at wiping out and obscuring the evidences of God’s creation.  The mountain does not have to contend with the skyscraper.  The jungle has not been paved over for parking.  Even in their abject poverty, the Ghanaians have been afforded a rich opportunity to appreciate the creative mind of God.  And there, I saw Him through their eyes.  As the Great Giver of Life, with all of nature expressing His different moods. 

There, my eyes were opened anew to the sheer range of His handiwork.  From the hulking mass of the mountains to the frailty of the wings of the hummingbirds, His mind is infinitely more creative than ours could ever be.  I was overwhelmed at the abundance and vigor of life painted with such delicate care and immeasurable enthusiasm on this earthly canvas.  And of all of it, I saw God as the Author, the Holy Spirit as the Power and Jesus as the Sustainer in such a clear and absolute way.  

As the eyes of my heart were suddenly opened to what I was experiencing, I was forever changed, and the song “Great Giver Of Life” was born.  The lyrics are as follows:
“Great Giver of Life, where once there was none

You’ve shattered the night, with the light of Your Son

And the River now flows, bringing Life to the world

All of creation is singing, “Praise to You, Lord!”

Mountains arise and shout to the sky

All of the earth gives glory to the Most High

And my heart is singing, “O Lord, be magnified!”

Great Giver of Life, be glorified.”
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